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presented to them as truth—they must 'try the spirits.'
whether they be holy or evil, of God or of the Evil One—
the Spirit of Truth or the spirit of error. These both are
introduced by prophets, or teachers."—E££0, 295.
[Like] AS IT W E R E frogs.—Frogs are garrulous, h a ^ a
very wise look, large mouths, a r e much puffed up and
utter only croafcings. In the "distress of nations with perplexity" which has come upon Christendom as a result of
her sins, the croakings of t h e wise now fill the air everywere. Actually all knees are *"weal: as water."—Steele
7:17; 21:7. See especially I> i-xvi.
Come out of t h e mouth of the dragon.—The three fundamental truths of history a r e man's Fall, Redemption and
Restoration. Stated in other language these three truths
are the mortal nature of man, the Christ of God and His
: illennial Kingdom. Standing opposite to these Satan h;
placed three great untruths, human immortality, the Antichrist and a certain delusion which is best described by
the word Patriotism, but which is in reality murder, the
spirit of t h e very Devil. I t is this last and crowning feature of Satan's work that is mentioned first. The other
two errors are the direct cause of this one. The wars
of the Old Testament were all intended to illustrate the
battlings of t h e New Creature against the weaknesses of
the flesh, and a r e not in any sense of the word justification
for the human butchery which has turned the earth into
a slaughter-house. Nowhere in the New Testament is
Patriotism (a narrow-minded hatred of other peoples) encouraged. Everywhere and always murder in its every
form is forbidden; and yet. under the guise cf Patriotism
the civil .Governments of earth demand of peace-loving men
the sacrifice of themselves and their loved ones and t h e
butchery of their fellows, and hail it as a duty demandedby the laws o: heaven.
"Everybody of importance in the early years of the
twentieth century was an ardent champion of peace. A
crowd of royal peacemakers in a world surcharged with
thoughts and threats of war, a band of lovers strolling do wn
an avenue which they themselves had lined with lyddite
shells and twelve-inch" guns. Prince Eulow, Sir 'lenry
Campbell-Bannermann, ME. H. H. Asquith, Mr. J o t a Hay.
and MP. Elihu Root, pacific in temper, eloquent in their
advocacy of the cause of international good will, were a
galaxy of peace-loving statesmen under a sky black with
the thunder-clouds of war. English and German papers
were discussing invasions, and the need of increased armaments, a t t h e very time t h a t twenty thousand Germans in
Berlin were applauding to the echo the friendly greetings
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of a company of English visitors. "While te* thousand boys
and girls in Tokio were singing loving greetings to our
naval officers, there were men in the United States rushing
from city to city urging the people to prepare for an
American-Japanese "war. After each new peace conference
there was a fresh cry for more guns. VThile the Palace
of Peace at The Hague was building, nations hailed the
advent of the airship as a glorious invention, because of
the service it could render to the cause of war. The fountains from which there flowed these dark and swollen
streams of war rumor were all located within the military
and naval encampments. It was the experts of the army
and navy who were always shivering at some new peril,
and painting sombre .pictures of what would happen in
case new regiments were not added to l i e arm)' and addilional battleships were not voted for the fleet. Tt was In
this way that legislative bodies came to think that possibly the country was really in danger; and looking round
for a ground on which to justify new expenditures for
war material, they seized upon an ancient pagan maxim—
furnished by the military experts—fIf you wish peace, prepare for war.' No guns were asked for to kill men with—
guns were mounted as safeguards of the peace. Ko battleships were launched to fight with—they were preservers
of the peace. Colossal armies and gigantic navies were
exhibited as a nation's ornaments—beautiful tokens of Its
love of peace. The expenditure crushed the poorest of
the nations and crippled the richest of them, but the burden
was gladly borne for the cause.
"The most virulent and devastating disease of humanity
now raging on the earth is militarism. There are demon
suggestions which obtain so firm a grip upon the mind
that it ,*s difficult to banish them. The naval experts of
Germany are dragging the German Empire ever deeper
into debt, unabashed by the ominous mutterings of a coming storm. The naval experts of England go right on
launching Dreadnaughts... while the number of British
naupers grows .larger with the years, and all British problems become increasingly baffling and alarming. The
naval experts of Russia plan for a new billion-dollar navy.
notwithstanding Russia's national debt Is four and onequarter billion dollars, and to pay her current expenses
she is compelled to borrow seventy-five million dollars
every year. With millions of her people on the verge of
starvation, and beggars swarming through the streets of
her cities and round the stations of her railways, the naval
experts go on asking new appropriations for guns and military equipment.
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"Like many another fever, militarism grows by what
it feeds on, and unless checked by heroic measures is
certain to burn the patient up. Bereft of reason are the
nations by Satan's ingenious and terrible final beclouding
of the minds of men.
"The militarist is comic in his seriousness. He says
that If you want to keep the peace you must prepare for
war, and yet he knows that where men prepare for war
by carrying bowie knives, peace is a thing unheard of.
and that where every man is armed with a revolver, the
list of homicides is longest. Like many other diseases,
militarism is contagious. One nation can be infected by
another until there is an epidemic ronnd t h e world. Is It
possible, some one asks, for a world to become insane?
That a community can become crazy was proven by Salem,
In the days of the witchcraft delusion: that a city can
lose its head was demonstrated by London, at the time
of the Gunpowder Plot; that a continent can become the
victim of an hallucination was shown when Europe lost
Its desire to live, and waited for the end of the world in
ihe year 1000. Why should it be cotmted incredible that
many nations, bound together by steam and electricity,
should fall under the spell of a delusion, and should act
for a season like a man who has gone mad?
"All the great nations are today facing deficits, caused
in every case by the military and naval experts.
"Everything in Germany, Italy. Austria, England and Russia is held back by the confiscation of the proceeds of industry carried on for the support of the army and navy. Ju
the United States the development of our resources is
checked by this same fatal policy. We have millions of
acres of desert laud to be irrigated, millions of acres of
-wanip land to be drained, thousands of miles of inland waterways to be improved, harbors-to be deepened, canals to
be dug, and forests to be safeguarded, and yet for all these
works of cardinal importance we can afford only a pittance.We have not sufficient money to pay decent salaries to our
United States judges, or to the men who represent us
abroad. We have pests, implacable and terrible, like the
gypsy moth, and plagues like tuberculosis, for whose extermination millions of money are needed at once."
—C. E. Jefferson, American Association for International
Conciliation.—Z.'09-1T9.
The first expenditure of the United States Government
7,000,000,000), upon entering the world war, was 2 7 "
in excess of value of all the crops harvested in the United
States in the banner year of its history. This amount
would jrridiron the country with macadam roads six miles
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apart, east and west north and south. It is double the
capital and surplus of every bank in the country. It Is
onual to our entire cost for education, from kindergarten
to university, for ten years.
"VSJar is in open and utter violation of Christianity. H
war is right, then Christianity is wrong, false, a He.
If Christianity is right, then war is wrong:, false, a lie.
The God revealed by.Jesus, and by every spiritual leader
of the race, is no God of battles. He lifts no sword—I
asks no sacrifice of human blood. His spirit is Iftve,
rule is peace. His method of persuasion is forgiveness.
His law, as interpreted and promulgated by the Nazarene.
is 'love one another,' 'resist not evil with evil/ 'forgive
seventy times seven,' 'overcome evil with good.' 'love your
enemies^ bless them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, pray for them which despitefully use you and
persecute you.' Such a God and such a law, others may
reconcile with war, if they can. I cannot; and what I
cannot do, I will not profess to do-. Eut I must go farther—
I must speak not only of war in general, but of this war
in particular. ^Iost persons are quite ready to agree.
especially in the piping times of peace, that war is wrong.
But let a war cloud no bigger than a man's hand
appear on the horizon of the nation's life, and they
straightway begin to qualify their judgment: and if the
•war cloud grows until it covers all the heavens, they
flnally reverse i t
"This brings about the curious situation of all war
being wrong in general, and each war being right in particular. Germans denounce war, with the exception of
course of the present conflict with England. Englishmen
condemn war, but exclude from their indictment the present
fight against the central Empires. IT you tell me that this
war is fought for the integrity of international law, I must
ask you why it is directed only against Germany and not
also against England, which is an equal, although far less
terrible, violator of covenants between nations? If you say
it is fought on behalf of the rights of neutrals, I must ask
you where, when and by what belligerent the rights of
neutrals have been conserved in this war. and *vhat guarantee you can offer that, after all our expenditure of blood
and money for their defense, these rights will not be similiarly violated all over again in the next war by any nation
which is battling for its life? If you say that it is fought
for the security of American property and lives, I must
ask you how and to what extent it will be safer for our
citizens to cross the seas after the declaration of war than
it was before? If you say that it is fought in vindication
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of our national honor. I must ask you why no barm hap
ccme to the honor of others nations, such as " . a4 and
Scandinavia, for example, which have suffered even more
than we. but which, for prudential reasons, refuse to take
up arms? If you say it is a war of defense a -:-' ist want*.
and intolerable agression, I must reply that every blow
which we have endured has been primarily a blow directed
not against ourselves but against England, and that It has
yet to be proved that Germany has any intention or desire
of attacking us. I: you say that this war is a Hfe-anddeath struggle for the preservation of civilization against
•irbarism, X must ask 3"ou why we remained neutral when
Belgium was raped, and were at last aroused to action,
not by the cries of the stricken abroad, but by our own
losses in men and money? If you say that this war is
a last resort in a situation which every other method,
patiently tried, has failed to meet, I must answer that this
is not true—that other ways and means of action, tried
by experience and justified by success, have been laid
before the administration and wilfully rejected.
"In its ultimate causes, this war is the natural product
of our unchristian civilization. Its armed men are
grown from the dragon's teeth of secret diploma
Imperialistic ambition, dynastic pride, greedy commercialism, economic exploitation at home and abroad. In
the sowing of these teeth, America has had her part; and
it is therefore only proper, perhaps, that she should have
her part also in the reaping of the dreadful harvest. In
its more immediate causes, this war is the direct result of
unwarrantable, cruel, but none the less Inevitable interferences with our commercial relations with one group of
the belligerents. Our participation in the war, therefore,
like the war itself, 13 political and economic, not ethical.
In its character. Any honor, dignity, or beauty which there
may be in our impending action, is to be found in the
impulses, pure and undented. which are actuating many
atriotfc hearts today, and not at all in the real facts of
rue situation. The war itself is wrong. Its prosecution
will be a crime. There is not a question raised, an issue
involved, a cause at stake, which is worth the life of one
blue-jacket on the sea or one khaki-coat !n the trenches."—
Rev. John Hayes Holmes. Church of the :iessiah. Park
Ave. and 34th St., Xew York City.
And out of the mouth of the beast,—The Antichrist doctrine of the Divine right of the clergy was the direct cause
of the great war. This frog has been coming out of the
mouth of the Papal beast for sixteen centuries. "The
German Kaiser's reported proclamation to his army in
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Poland reads: "Remember you (my army) are God's elect.
God's spirit has descended on me because I am Emperor
of Germany. I am Jehovah's sword, His representative,
the instrument of the Most High. Woe and death be to
those who resist my win! and to all who do not believe
my mission, and to cowards in my army! The enemies
of the German people shall perish. God demands their
destruction. He it is who through me commands you to
fulfill His will:' These false doctrines of the Dark Ages
are bearing a terrible u-uitage In the present war. Similarly the teaching of eternal torment, misrepresenting and
blaspheming God's character, is bearing an evil fruitage.
Millions of r-sople are being turned away from faith in a
God of Love and from faith in the Bible as His Message
by the most monstrous blasphemies of the Dark Ages.
I charge the responsibility of all this against the sects and
creeds of Christendom. I charge that the ministers, whose
eyes are now open to a saner comprehension, have neglected the Bible, have neglected the people, and- instead
. of helping them out of the darkness, are now leading them
into darkness in an opposite direction—into Evolution and
Higher Criticism and everything contrary to the Word of
God. God is still misrepresented in the world. The creeds
of the Dark Ages are still hugged to the bosom in outward
pretense, wills inwardly they are loathed. A great fraud.
a preat hypocrisy, you say? I answer. Yes; the most
astounding the world has ever known. Two hundred
Thousand professed ministers of God and of Christ are
standing before the world today telling the legends of the
Dark Ages and seeking to hinder the people from coming
to a knowledge of the Truth, meanwhile receiving the
people's money and reverence. Does not such hypocris
such blasphemy against God, such deception of the people.
such keeping of them in darkness, deserve a great punishment. and is it not nigh?"—B. S. fit
"In all the warring countries the professed ministers
of Chri?t are acting as recruiting agents. All kinds of
arguments are used to persuade the young men of the
country, contrary to the teachings of the Master. The
same men who are accustomed to laugh at the declaration
that the Turkish soldiers in former wars were promised,
in the event of death, a sure passport to Heavenly Paradise—these same ministers are now urging all the eligible
with whom they have influence to prepare to go to battle
to lay down their lives. While the Germans have on every
battle flag and upon their soldiers* belts, 'God with us,'
the British ministers are quoting Bible texts to encouraee
enlistment of their young men and to throw a ha'0 of
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glory upon their soldier dead." (Z.'15-267.) "The clergy
are finding themselves in a tight place. They are expected
to be faithful to their country, right or wrong. They are
expected to preach the \Var as the will of God and the
going to war as a meritorious matter that will have Divine
reward and blessing. They must encourage recruiting, in
obedience to the commands of their earthly king, and in
violation of the commands of the Heavenly King, who has
directed them to be peacemakers, and to follow peace
with all men and do no murder, either under legal sanction
or otherwise."
(Z/15-276.)
"Recently in Canada the
Editor was astounded by the activity of the preachers
there—especially those of the- Church of England.
One was out in khaki uniform marching through the
streets with the volunteers. Asked by a college friend,
'Did I see you in the ranks?' he answered. 'Yes, I wanted
to encourage the boys.' 'And did you think of going to
the front, to the trenches?' 'Xot a bit of it!' He was
merely acting as a decoy to get others to the front; just
as a bull which they have at one of the Chicago stockyards, meets t h s animals about to be slaughtered and,
tossing his head in the air, becomes their leader up the
gangway leading to the slaughter. There he knows his
little niche, Into which he glides and is sheltered: while
the others drive and press one another forward to the
slaughter."—Z.'15-259.
And out of the mouth of the false prophet.—The one
cardinal error upon which all protestant (false prophet)
sects agree is the doctrine of human immortality, the
original lie told in Eden (Gen. 2:17; 3:4). In speaking
of it our Lord says. "When he speaketh t?ie lie, he speaketh of his own." (John S:44, Diaglott.) Speaking of it again,
the Apostle Paul says, of the worshipers of the beast and
uis image, "They admitted not the love of t h e Truth that
hey might he saved. And on this account God will send
to them an energy of delusion, to their believing the falsehood."
Thes. 2:10, 11.) In each case the Greek gives
the definite article. The frog issuing from the false prophet (the inia^e of the beast) is the doctrine of human
immortality. These deluded souls actually believe this
error, and will be able to prove it to the satisfaction of
the dragon, without a doubt. This error lies at the bottom
of the doctrines of eternal torment and of the trinity.
There is a hint in 1 John 4:1-3 that the cardinal error
on which the false prophet will insist is that when Jesus
came from the Father He was more than flesh, t P.. had
at least an immortal soul.—Rev. 13:11, 13, 14, 15; 14:9, 11;
15:2; 16:2; 19:2D: 20:10:
L 24:24.

