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sOerusalom shall be trodden down of the Gen-
tiles until the times of the Gentiles are fuliilled.”
—Luke xxi, 24,
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BY ClLAN, RUNSKLL,

Doubtless our Lord inteuded to communicato
to Hislisciples some knowledge, and possibly it
was addressed more to the disciples in our day,
than to the early church.

Let us then search what times the prophecy,
which was in Christ, did signify. Of course, if
it be one of the secret things of God, we cannot
find out; but if a scceret, why should Jesus men-
tion it? If, on the contrary, it is revealed it be-
longs to us.  Shall we guess and suppose? No:
let us go to God’s trcasure-house; let us search
the Scriptures for the key.

Jesus does not foretell its treading under foot
of the Gentiles, ag Rome had her foot upon them
at thut time. 1le does tell us, however, how
long it will continue so, even the disciplea

“thouglit “that it was he which should have vi-
LI\ ERED Israel.”

We belicve that God has given the key. We
belicve e docth nothing but he revealeth it un-
“to 11is servants. Do we not find part of the key
in Lev xxvi. 27, 832 I, even I will chastise
you scven times for your sing; . . . and I will
Lring your land into desolation . . . and will
scatter you among the heathen.”™  Israel did not
hearken unto the Lord, but digsobeyed him, and
this prophecy is now being fulfilled. and has been
since the days of Zedekiah, when God said, ‘‘Re-
move thediadem, take off the crown, . . . L will
overturn, overturn, overturn it, . . . uuntil lHe
comes whose right it is, and I will give it unto
i Cowpariug these Seriptures, we learn,
that God hasseattered Isrel for a period of seven
times, or until e comes whose right'" the Gov-
crnment is, and puts an end to Gentile rule or
~overnment.  This gives us a clue at least, ns to
how long until the Jews are delivered.  Further,
Nebuchaduoezzar, king of Babylon, the head of
. gold, is recoguized by God as the representative
of the beast, or Gentile Governments, ‘A king
of kingy aud  wheresoever the children ol meu
dwell) the beasts of the field, and the fowls of
theair, hathh God given ionto his hund.”  Dan. ii.
38, God hns tuken the crown off Zedckiah and
deelsred the Lnagze, of which Nebuchadnezzar is
the head, ruler of the world until the kingdomn
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of God takes its pluce (vmiting it on its feet);
and, as this is the saane time nt whiceh Tsrael is to

down of the Gentiles until the times of the Gen-
tiles are fullilled™), wo here get our second clue.
viz.: these two events, noted of the Seriptures of

Jerusulem,” are purallel periods, commencing ut
the same time and ending at the snme time; aud,
ns in the ense of Isracl, their degradation was to

prideo the *‘IIend of Gold” ignored *“The God of
heaven,” the glory of that kingdom (which God
gave him, as a representative of the Imuage,) de-
parted, and it took on ite Leastly character,

figured by the personal degradation for seven
years, of - Nebuchadnezzar, the .representative)
uutil the time comes when they shall acknowl-
cdge, and *‘give houor to the Most 1ligh, whose
Kingdom is an everlusting Kingdom.”  Dan. iv.
34: for all the ends of the earth shall remewber

among the nations.

Our next question naturally, is, How long are
seven times? Does God in his word, furnish us
any clue from which to determnine the length of
that period?  Yes, in Revelations we learn that
ithree nnd one-half times, 42 months, and 1260
| prophetic days, literal years, are the same (it has
for years been so accepted by the church,) andit
L wag so fultilled: if thiree _nml one-half times are
1260 years, seven times wéuld be twice as much,
i, 2520 years. At the commencement of our
; Christian era, 606 years of this time had passed,
[(70 ycurs captivity, and 536 from Cyrus to
Christ) which deducted from 2520, would show
that the seven times will end in A. D. 1914;
when Jerusalem shali be delivered forever, and
the Jew say of the Decliverer, *‘lo, this is our
(od, wehave waited for IHim and Ie will save
us.”  When Gentile Govermaents shall bave
been dashed to pieces; when God shall have

acknowledge, him King of Kings and Lord of
Lords. d

Bat, some one will say, *If the Lord intended

plainly and distinetly bow loug.”
Lrethren, Ilenover does s0.
a light to God’s children ;—to the world, foolish-
uess. Mavy of its writings are solely for our ed-
ilication upon whom the ends of the world ure

But, no,

2T

he delivered, (for *“Jerusalem shull be trodden

trath—‘“"I'imes of Gentiles,” uud “Treading of_

be for seven timesg, so with the dominion of the
Image; it lasts seven times; for, when in his

which lusts seven times. Dan. iv, 23, —uud, (pre--
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and turn unto the Lord when Ie is the Governor |
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pourcd out of his fury upon the nation, and they .

that we should know, He would have told us ’
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As well suy that God should have put the
gold ou top instend ol in the bowels of the earth:
it would bo too commony it would lose much of
its value.  So with truth; but, “to you it is giv-
¢u to know the myateries of the Kingdom,

We will ask, but not now answer, another
questiou: 15 the Gentile Times end in I, (and
thiere are many other and clearer evidences point-
ing to the snme time) and we are told that it

~shall be with fury poured out; a time of trouble
such as never was betore, nor ever shall beg a
day of wrath, cte., bhow long before does the

cone,

church escape? as Jesus says, ‘‘watch, that ye

may be accounted worthy to escupe those things
coming upon the world.”

Brethren, the taking by Christ of 1Tis Bride, is
evidently, vae of the first acts in the Judgment;
for judgment must begin at the house of God.

W. Lhidadelphiu.
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Ouve Sunday afternoon a big boy stood  at the
door of a Sabbath-school.  ITe was <o had that
he iad been turned out of school the Sabbath
before.
and begged that he might be received ngain, The
Superintendent said,

“We should be glad to do him good, but we
are afraid lie will ruin all the other children. 1t
is very Lad for a school when o bLig boy sets a
wicked example.”

“We know he is a bad boy at school, sir,”
said the parents, “but heis ten times worse at
Lhome; he will be lost if you do not take him
back.”

“We would take him back if we could secure
his good behavior, T will see,” said the Super-
mtendent.

50 hie stepped back into the school, and rang
the bell for silenee: Al listened while he said,
“That boy wants to come into the school again,
but we cunnot take him back without making
sure of his good behavior.  Will any one be
surety for him?”

A puuse followed ; the clder boys shook their
hicads.  ‘Chey said they kuew himso well.  The
others did not cure {or him,

But one little boy pitied the big bad boy, and
was very sorry that no one would besurcry. The
little boy went by the nnme of **Rugged Tom.”
it wns not his funlt that he was raggeed, for his
his nwother waus very poor.  The Superintendent
soon hieard his littls voico suying, *“If you pleuse,
sir, I will, sir.”

*“You, Tom! n little boy like you!
know what it menus to be surcty, Tom?”

Do you

BIBL)E LXAMINIELR.

His tather and mother had brought him, ¢
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| $Yes, sir, if you please; it means that when
he is o bad boy augain Pm to be punished for
him”

“And are you willing to be punished for that
big boy?”

*Yes, sir, if he's bad again.”

“Phen come in,! said the Saperintendent,
looking to the door; and the big boy, with down-
cast fuce, walked nerosy the [le was
thinking us he wulked, *Limow 'nva bad boy,
but I'm not so bad as that, Pl never: let that
little fellow be punished for me--never!” I
think God had put that thought ino the big
boy's mind, Ile was graciously helping Tow’s
work as the surety.

As the children were leaving the schiool, the
Superintendent saw this big boy and little Tom
walking and talking together. e said to him-
selfy T am afraid that boy will do Tom barm 1
must o and look after them,™

When he renched the cottage where Tom lived,
he said to the wmother, ** Where is your sou
Tom?"

©0), he is just gone up stairs with a great boy
that he brought with him. 1 don’t know what
thiey are doing.”

SMay [goup?”

© yes, sir”

The Superintendent went slowly and gently
up the stairs, and us he reached the top he could
fsee through the door thag Tom and the big boy
fwere kneeling together.  He soon heard Tom’s
Tyoice saying, “O Lord, make this Loy that has
‘been the worst boy in the school, O Lord, make
i him the best boy.”
|
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| The Superintendent knecled by Tom's side,
rand they all prayed together.

| God heard thewm. The gy bad boy Lecame
jone of the best boys in the school,
tup friends for “Ragged Tow,” who put him to
hool, and after that sent nim to & wissionary
lecollege.  He isnow a missionary, and is preach-
Jing to the Africans about Jesus, who became the

Crodd raised
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surety for sinners.— Chureh Union.
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T Licues ay e Tessu—I was travel-
ling upou a road which T had never passed over
i before.  'There was @ long train of cars erowded
Ewith passengers.  In the nfternoon, while there
lyul- yemained nn hour of daylight, I uoticed the
!lmnps were being lighted,
Pand 1 watched their faint glimmering tames;
searcely could they be distinguished in the brighe
| light of day. I wondered why they wero highted
lND curly. Suddenly we passed into darkuess.

"Chien the lights shono with a strong, steady sy,

We journeyed on,




